
by Edna St. Hilaire

The world's smallest dog seems to be the subject of the
biggest disagreement among historians tracing its
development.

Some authorities write that the tiny dog evolved in Egypt and

that the mummified remains of a small dog with the unique
molera (fontanelle) was unearthed in a tomb dating back 3,000

years. From here it is assumed that the little breed was taken to
Mediterranean countries and eventually to Mexico in 1519, at

the time of the Spanish Conquest.

Others point to a very tiny dog found by archaeologists in the
Mexican State of Yucatan.

They hold that four breeds of dog were domesticated in Mexico
long before the Spanish Conquest. One was a dog resembling

the Chihuahua, which played an important role in religious

ceremonies. Artifacts dating to the ancient Mayans, Toltec and

Aztecs seem to support this claim. Supporters of this theory feel

that the Spanish conquerors and explorers took some of these

small dogs with them when they returned to Spain, allowing
them to become established throughout Europe and the islands

of the Mediterranean. And yet another theory claims the dogs

were brought to Mexico by Chinese traders just over 100 years

ago.

Modern History

Wherever the breed originated, its modern history is well-
documented. American tourists visiting Mexico discovered the
breed in the 19th century. On their return to the United States

they brought some of the dogs with them and it is from these

first specimens, probably crossed with English Toy Terriers, that
the present day Short Coat was developed. It is said that the
Long Coat variety was developed entirely in the United States by
crossing the smooth variety with other toy breeds, likely the
Papillon and Pomeranian. The breed was named the Chihuahua
after the Mexican state where it was discovered.
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Don't compare him to Napoleon.

The tiny but mighty Chihuahua is a long way
from its Waterloo
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The Chihuahua was first registered in Canada in 1928, but it
would be 60 years before a national club was formed. The

Chihuahua Club of Canada, founded by breeder, exhibitor and
judge Edna St. Hilaire, was accredited as Canada's national breed

club on Aprll 25, 1988. The club's primary purpose is to

encourage and promote the responsible breeding of purebred

Chihuahuas and to do all possible to bring their natural
qualities to perfection. The club urges members and breeders to

accept the standard of the breed as approved by the CKC as the

only standard of excellence by which the Chihuahua shall be

judged. It also holds sanction matches, specialty shows,

obedience trials, exhibitions and boosters. The club publishes a

newsletter twice a year and coordinates a rescue and referral

service for Chihuahuas in both coat varieties.

Little Dog, Big Heart

Chihuahuas are a small dog with a big attitude. Mini but
mighty, they have what can be best described as Napoleonic
personalities. Extremely inteiligent, intuitive, Ioya1, devoted and
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charming, the breed possesses a sense of humour that will
undoubtedly win you over.

Because they are so

devoted to their
humans, Chihuahu
make wonderful
watchdogs, diligently
alerting their loved
ones to perceived

threats and
courageously
protecting as though
they were the biggest
guard dog on earth.
They take this iob very
seriously. The breed has

also been successfullv
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r:'-:ed as hearing dogs for the deaf and makes great therapy
,"..,.:. Others have been trained to detect drugs as they can fit
::: small places. Many Chihuahuas also excel in obedience and
" -i--iormation.

r,'l : it Chihuahuas do not like the cold, wet or snow and prefer
tdhr smallest spot of sunshine and many blankets on their bed.
HLle:erved towards strangers, they should be well-socialized at an
t,a:-v age. It is important that Chihuahuas are allowed to be
d:ss, but it should be remembered that they do not usually mix
mr,=::l with children. This tiny, feisty but delicate breed is one of
th'. least suitable for children. Even a larger Chihuahua would
tre too delicate for a child and most Chihuahuas prefer older
uc-r,lts.

r:,e breed's many assets can also prove its biggest challenge.
,::e, small and portable, they appeal to many people. Add to
1:it the use of Chihuahuas in advertising and as celebrity
'rurion accessories and voila, they are the chien du jour.

-:rhuahuas are sentient beings, not a toy or doll to dress up,
-i-- rugh a serviceable coat in bad weather is a good idea.
*-:chased for the wrong reasons, many become the victims of
*:elty, abandonment and neglect. A lucky few are rescued and
;::ced in caring homes. Sadly, many die from abuse and neglect
i;:eders are constantly on guard against backyard breeders,
;::py mills and breeders who use terms like teacup, miniature,
lre colours, exotic, deer-type or other sales pitches to the
:,-blic.
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-..e most common health problems seen in the breed include
-.',poglycemia (low blood sugar), luxating patellas, collapsed
:lcheas, heart disease (vahular) and hydrocephalus (fluid on
:::e brain).

ne of the Chihuahua's defining features, the molera, often
- rompts questions. The molera, or fontanelle, is a soft spot or
-lening near the top of the skull. While it can fully close at
:atudty/ many don't (though the size normally gets smaller).

This is normal for Chihuahuas
and is not a health issue; in
fact in the past it was

considered a sign of purity. Its
presence does create
r,rrlnerability, however, and
care must be taken to avoid
any hit to the head as this
could cause instant death.

Judging the Breed

Judges should be tully
cognizant of the breed

standard and Chihuahua
acteristics. Keep in mind

that breed standards vary
internationally and ensure that
you have the most recent

version. General appearance, swift
movement, soundness, size,

temperament and correct coat are

very important. Males should
appear masculine and females
feminine. The Canadian
standard calls for a well-balanced
little dog not to exceed six
pounds (2.7 kilograms), with a
preferred weight range of two to
four lbs (one to two kg).

Judges should allow the exhibit(s)
to move around the ring before
being placed on the table. Stand at
a slight angle four to five feet away
so that the dog can see you while
being positioned for examination.
Your first thought should be: how does this
dog's outline compare to the breed standard? Is it balanced?
Approach from the front and let the exhibitor show you the
bite. Chihuahuas are of superior intelligence and are reserved
toward strangers. They may feel intimidated by your presence,
especially if you are tall. Your examination should be gentle,
short and positive.

The Chihuahua head is unique to our breed. Your knowledge of
the correct form and placement of its parts (ears, eyes, one-third
muzzle and two-thirds skull) is of utmost importance as these
create the Chihuahua expression. The deep stop should form a

90 degree angle to the skull and is best judged in profile. To
study the details, gently hold the head behind the ears and let
the exhibitor coax expression.

The Chihuahua body is a rectangle-sternum to pinbone is
slightly longer than the height at the withers. Chihuahuas
should be very sound in conformation. The neck should have
sufficient length to show the crest, elegance and ruff. A 45
degree layback of shoulder is desirable and will give chestiness
and strength to the
forequarters. Front legs

should be straight. The
topline should be level.

The rear assembly must be
balanced with the front.
Stifles should be well-bent
and have firm, well-
developed muscles. It
should be noted that,
although our breed
standard calls for a strong
rear assembly, the worst
conformation fault we have
in Chihuahuas is patellar
luxation. Judges should not
hesitate to withhold ribbons
whenever this oippling fault
is seen in competition. Far
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too many of these dogs become champions and later create

more with the same problem.

The tait is set on at the end of the spine and can be carried in
three different positions: sickle (either up or out) or over the

back with the tip just touching. A11 are correct and equal.

Regardless of carriage, the tail should be furry, flattish in
appearance and of moderate length. In Long Coats, the tail
should be full and long.

Finally, our breed standard calls for a swift moving dog with
good reach and strong drive. The front feet should remain close

to the ground when moving, as excessive lifting is not desirable.

A well-balanced little dog, the Chihuahua should be moved on a

loose lead and never strunS up. Their degree of convergence will
depend upon how fast they are moving.

Colour Update

Until 2008, the Chihuahua standard of perfection indicated

simply that "any colour - solid, marked or splashed" was

acceptable. However, the Chihuahua Club of Canada

successfully revised the CKC breed standard and the merle

colour is now considered a disquallfication in Canada, effective

January L, 2008. As well, as of September l, 2OlO, Canadian or

foreign-born Chihuahuas with the merle coat color pattern are

not eligible for CKC registration and Chihuahuas which
emanate from a parent exhibiting the merle coat color pattern

are also not accepted for registration purposes.
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All short-coat photos courtesy of: Edna St. Hila

Long-coat photos courtesy of: Lynne MacLel
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